BISMARCK

short space of two days. I asked, therefore, whether I
could not make the commission given me by the King,
to negotiate with the Prince of Augustenburg, a reason
for my keeping away from the Diet I received by tele-
gram the reply not to appeal to the Augustenburg busi-
ness, but to come at once to Berlin, and so I started on
April 26.

Meanwhile, in Berlin, a decision was taken at the
instance of the Conservative party which ran counter to
the King's views, and the campaign undertaken by his
Majesty seemed thereby to be lost. When on the 2/th
I reported myself to General von Gerlach in the wing
of the palace at Charlottenburg, near the guard-house, I
learnt that the King was angry with me because I had not
started at once, for he held that, had I appeared at once, I
could have prevented the decision. Gerlach went to the
King to report my arrival, and came back, after a fairly
long delay, with the answer: his Majesty would not see
'me, but I was to wait. This contradictory message is
characteristic of the King; he was angry with me and
wished to make me understand that by the refusal of an
audience; but, at the same time, to assure me of a renewal
of his favour after a short lapse of time. It was a kind of
educational method, just as at school one was occasionally
turned out of the class to be allowed to join it again. I
was, in a sort of way, interned in the Charlottenburg
palace, a state of affairs that was alleviated for me by a
good and well-served luncheon. The appointment of the
King's household outside Berlin, especially at Potsdam
and Charlottenburg, was that of a Grand Seigneur in his
country house. Whenever one was there, one had all that
one could require at the usual times, and also between
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